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Caravan Industry Association of Australia publishes a monthly Technical Update which is aimed at informing 
industry professionals of relevant technical news and information.
 
We encourage you to print each Technical Update out and file it in a folder for future reference. This format can 
also be printed out to hand around the workplace so that everybody has access to this important information.

In order to provide ongoing Technical Updates that are relevant, we would appreciate you forwarding any 
information you believe to be of interest to the RVMAP technical team by emailing us at:
 
rvmap@caravanindustry.com.au
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Providing for sufficient payload has become a major challenge for manufacturers and dealers alike.
Caravan Industry Association of Australia has developed a quick and easy “Payload Estimator” to 
simplify the task of calculating the approximate minimum load carrying capacity required for any 
particular towable Recreational Vehicle. 

Simply fill in your weights for whatever options or travelling gear the Recreational Vehicle is likely to 
be carrying and you will get a total figure for the approximate payload you should allow. With this 
information, you can specify suspension, components and the overall design accordingly.
 
The mobile app steps you through common payload items, with predetermined average weights, 
without having to remember them all. Dealers can sit down with their customers and go through all 
of the options and quickly and easily determine the consumers minimum required load  
carrying capacity. 

The information obtained by using the mobile app will assist the manufacturer and dealer in 
designing and manufacturing a recreational vehicle to meet the consumer’s needs and comply with 
relevant regulations and standards.
 
To access Caravan Industry Association of Australia’s new mobile App, simply click this link, accept 
the conditions of use and follow the prompts.

http://www.caravanindustry.com.au/payloadestimator/

Caravan Industry Association of Australia’s new mobile app for towable recreational vehicles to 
assist Dealers and Manufacturers is now LIVE.

Payload Estimator Mobile App

http://www.caravanindustry.com.au/payloadestimator/
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In last month’s Technical Update, a portion of the 
information contained within the ‘240V Inlet Position 
Regulations’ article was taken from a superseded 
version of Electrical installations - Transportable 
structures and vehicles including their site supplies 
(AS/NZS3001:2001).
For clarity, the current version of this Australian 
Standard is AS/NZS 3001:2008 Electrical installations 
- Transportable structures and vehicles including their 
site supplies (Incorporating Amendment No. 1). 
Page 22 of AS/NZS 3001:2008 refers to the 
positioning of the 240V Power Inlet:
3.2.2 Detachable connection at the transportable 
structure or vehicle

Where the supply is to be by means of a detachable 
connection the transportable structure shall be fitted 
with one or more appliance inlets complying with-
A. AS/NZS 3120; or
B. AS/NZS 3123; or
C. IEC 60309
The choice of the type of appliance inlet(s) should be 
made following consideration of the conditions of use 
likely to apply in the area, state or country where it 
is anticipated that the transportable structure will be 
used. This includes the requirements of the relevant 
regulatory authorities.

Each appliance inlet shall –
i. Be mounted and fixed in a readily accessible* 

position and in such a manner as to be 
mechanically protected against any risk of 
damage that may reasonably be anticipated; 
and

ii. Comply with AS 60529 with a minimum degree 
of protection of IP24 both with and without a 
cord extension socket inserted; and

iii. Be provided with a mechanical means of 
relieving the strain on the supply lead connector.

*Readily accessible – Capable of being reached 
quickly and without climbing over or removing 
obstructions, mounting upon a chair, or using a 
movable ladder, and in any case not more than 2.0m 
above the ground, floor or platform. 
The additional information provided in the 
superseded (2001) version of this standard, such 
as distances from the primary access door and 
recommended clearances are no longer included 
in AS/NZS 3001:2008 Electrical installations - 
Transportable structures and vehicles including their 
site supplies (Incorporating Amendment No. 1).
Caravan Industry Association of Australia apologises 
for any inconvenience this amendment may have 
caused. 

Amendment:
240V Inlet Position Regulations
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Tare Weights Stamped  
on Vehicle Plates
Caravan Industry Association of Australia receives numerous 
queries from consumers regarding the TARE weights stated on 
the vehicle/ trailer plate of their towable recreational vehicle. 
In some cases, consumers are finding that the weight, when 
taken over a public weighbridge, is differing by up to 300kg  
to what the manufacturer’s compliance plate states.

We remind manufacturers that the TARE weight is the total 
weight of the caravan (load on tyres plus tow ball load) with 
all options and fittings as supplied by the manufacturer, with 
empty water tanks, gas bottles, and no fluids not essential  
for operation on public roads, and without luggage or  
personal effects.
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October is National Safe Work Month
The following article was taken from Safe Work 
Australia’s website: 
www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/sites/swa/media-
events/safety-month/pages/nswm
October is National Safe Work Month, and the 
theme is ‘Be safe. Be healthy. Because…’ There are 
so many reasons for being safe and healthy at work 
– what are yours?
It’s not too late to get involved with National Safe 
Work Month and participating is easy! Explore the 
National Safe Work Month web page to find out 
how.
Entries to the National Safe Work Month 
Participation Reward are now open!
Tell us how you are participating in the Month for 
your chance to win a prize pack valued at up to 
$5000 (incl GST). What is your organisation doing 
during October?

To enter, simply submit two photos and 100 words 
explaining your workplace initiative. Make sure 
your 100 words reference the four reward criteria 
– spirit, participation, creativity and participation. 
Email your entry to NSWM@swa.gov.au. You can 
also enter via the National Safe Work Month smart 
phone app.
The organisation displaying the most outstanding 
spirit, participation, creativity and sustainability will 
receive a prize pack valued at up to $5000 (incl GST) 
for:
• registration fees for one work health and safety 

conference, expo or event, based in Australia 
in 2016

• return economy airfares from the winners’ 
nearest airport, and

• accommodation and ground transfers.

Entries close 5.00 pm, Wednesday 4 November 
2015 and the winner will be announced in 
December.
For more information about the reward, including 
the terms and conditions, visit the Workplace 
Participation Reward web page:
www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/sites/swa/
media-events/safety-month/pages/workplace-
participation-reward
Work Health and Safety Events Around  
the Country

To find out what work health and safety events are 
taking place in your local area:
download the free National Safe Work Month smart 
phone app, or see the state and territory safety 
month details on our website:
http://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/sites/swa/
media-events/safety-month/pages/nswm-events

http://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/sites/swa/media-events/safety-month/pages/nswm
http://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/sites/swa/media-events/safety-month/pages/nswm
http://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/sites/swa/media-events/safety-month/pages/workplace-participation-rewar
http://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/sites/swa/media-events/safety-month/pages/workplace-participation-rewar
http://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/sites/swa/media-events/safety-month/pages/workplace-participation-rewar
http://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/sites/swa/media-events/safety-month/pages/nswm-events
http://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/sites/swa/media-events/safety-month/pages/nswm-events
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118,000
serious workers’compensation claims 
nationwide 2012 - 2013.

of fatalities in construction are 
caused by a fall from a height.

worker fatalities 
involve vehicles.

28%

2 in 3

Workplace Health and Safety Queensland are offering small 
businesses in QLD free workshops to help business operators 
manage work health and safety with ease and efficiency.
These workshops can show you:

• the basics of a safety management system
• how to identify and manage risk
• how to comply with legislation
• where to find information, tools and templates.

Who should attend?

These workshops are designed to help small business 
operators who have limited or no health and safety 
management systems in place.
For more information, or to register interest in an upcoming 
workshop, click on the following link: 
www.worksafe.qld.gov.au/events/safety-workshops/

Free Safety Workshops for  
Small Business in QLD

www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/sites/SWA/about/Publications/Documents/911/construction-industry-profile.pdf
www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/sites/swa/media-events/safety-month/pages/safety-stats

Sources:

http://www.worksafe.qld.gov.au/events/safety-workshops/safety-workshops-calendar?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=FREE+safety+workshops+for+small+business&utm_content=free+workshops&utm_source=www.vision6.com.au
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Component and Appliance Recalls
Caravan Industry Association of Australia wishes to notify industry businesses of the following product 
recalls this month which may be relevant to your business and/or your customers.

JAG Trading  
Online
EZ-Lift Heavy Duty Aluminium 
Caravan and Trailer Axle Jack- 
(Dates available for sale - 1st 
July 2014 - 14th July 2015)

Date published: 8th October 2015
Defect description: The jack does not comply with the requirements of the mandatory standard for vehicle jacks, 
which is based on the Australian/New Zealand Standard AS/NZS 2693:2007. Jacks that do not comply with the 
mandatory standard pose a crushing hazard. This may result in serious injury or death.
 
For more information, click on the following link:
http://www.recalls.gov.au/content/index.phtml/itemId/1077586

PPG Industries 
Australia Pty Ltd

ColorSpec 

Thinners

MotorActive—ColorSpec Base 
Coat and Caliper Hi-Temp 
Spray Paint (available from 
SuperCheap Auto Stores)

Date published: 16th September 2015
Defect description: Due to a manufacturing defect, the bottom of the can may bulge out or suddenly and 
violently burst. If the defect occurs, the can could suddenly and violently burst propelling the can and 
dispersing the contents. This may cause serious injury or property damage.
 
For more information, click on the following link:  
http://www.recalls.gov.au/content/index.phtml/itemId/1076869

Date published: 17th September 2015
Defect description: The child-proof cap may not be adequately secure and, in some cases, may be openable by 
a child. If the product is not stored out of reach of children as directed, young children may be able to open the 
container and come into contact with or consume its contents, which are poisonous and corrosive.

For more information, click on the following link: 
http://www.recalls.gov.au/content/index.phtml/itemId/1076993
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Component and Appliance Recalls

Jackeroo &  
Gasmate
Portable Butane Heaters - Sitro 
Group Australia (Dates available 
for sale - 1st November 2014 - 
1st October 2015)

Date published: 17th September 2015
Defect description: If not used strictly according to the manufacturer’s instructions there is a danger to public 
safety. Consumers may be at risk of serious injury or death from carbon monoxide poisoning.

For more information, click on the following link: 
http://www.recalls.gov.au/content/index.phtml/itemId/1076962

CordTech  
Cable Reels 

HearPlugs

Nexus Industries Ltd (Dates 
available for sale - 15th May 
2014 - 23rd September 2015

3M™ PELTOR™ 3M Australia 
Pty Limited

Date published: 23rd September 2015
Defect description: The HearPlugs may not provide the expected level of noise reduction. Long term over 
exposure to noise may result in some hearing loss.

For more information, click on the following link: 
http://www.recalls.gov.au/content/index.phtml/itemId/1077134

Date published: 24th September 2015
Defect description: When the cable is fully extended, it is possible to push a finger through a hole from the 
socket assembly and touch a live part. This may lead to risk of Electric Shock.

For more information, click on the following link: 
http://www.recalls.gov.au/content/index.phtml/itemId/1077171
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Component and Appliance Recalls

CablePI (Wire Alert)
Tasmanian Networks Pty Ltd 
(Serial number ending in 13 
(refer to image)

Date published: 9th October 2015
Defect description: CablePI is a device that detects an electrical fault known as a broken neutral and has been in 
use in Tasmania for almost five years. In some circumstances, the device may overheat causing the outer case to 
distort and/or melt. The defect may cause smoke or ignite causing a fire.
 
For more information, click on the following link: 
http://www.recalls.gov.au/content/index.phtml/ itemId/1077653
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Date published: 8th October 2015
Defect description: In certain vehicles the fuel delivery pump that supplies fuel to the engine may fail. If the 
defect occurs, the vehicle can no longer be started or driven, posing a traffic hazard to the driver and other road 
users.
For more information, click on the following link:
http://www.recalls.gov.au/content/index.phtml/itemId/1077571

Date published: 24th September 2015
Defect description: It is possible that the front drive shafts fitted to affected vehicles may not meet specification 
and could fail during initial acceleration and take-off. If the front drive shafts fail, it will cause loss of ability to 
accelerate from a standing start, posing an accident hazard to the driver and other road users.
For more information, click on the following link: 
http://www.recalls.gov.au/content/index.phtml/itemId/1077201

Date published: 24th September 2015
Defect description: Takata branded Driver airbag inflator housing may rupture and deploy abnormally in the 
event of a crash necessitating deployment of the driver side frontal airbag. An inflator rupture could result in 
metal fragments striking the driver or other occupants resulting in serious injury or death.
For more information, click on the following link: 
http://www.recalls.gov.au/content/index.phtml/itemId/1077196

Caravan Industry Association of Australia wishes to notify industry businesses of the following product 
recalls this month which may be relevant to your business and/or your customers.

Vehicle Safety Recalls

Audi

Ford

Ford

A3 – petrol engine models 
(MY 2013-2014)

Focus

Mustang & Ford GT Mustang (MY 
2006-2014)
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Date published: 7th October 2015
Defect description: If the driver’s seat base has been replaced for any reason, the seat position sensor may be 
inoperative. If the vehicle has an inoperative seat position sensor, has the driver’s seat adjusted to a forward 
position and is involved in an accident that requires deployment of the frontal airbags, the airbag will deploy 
with marginally more force than intended. In the case of a crash that requires deployment of the frontal airbags, 
there is the potential for increased occupant injury.
For more information, click on the following link:
http://www.recalls.gov.au/content/index.phtml/itemId/1077559 

Date published: 30th September 2015
Defect description: Due to electrical ‘noise’, the vehicle may suddenly switch to fail-safe EV mode while cruising 
at highway speed, causing the internal combustion engine to shut off with visual and audible warnings. 
Although there will be a sudden loss of power, the electric motor will provide power steering and braking. The 
maximum speed will be limited to approximately 60km/h. Once in fail-safe EV mode, the vehicle will only be 
able to travel for a short period of time before the battery discharges, posing an accident hazard to the driver 
and other road users.
For more information, click on the following link: 
http://www.recalls.gov.au/content/index.phtml/itemId/1077295

Date published: 16th September 2015
Defect description: The affected vehicles have CVT programming that uses high hydraulic pressure which may 
subject the drive pulley shaft to high stress during operation. The higher stresses combined with a shaft of 
lower hardness may result in the shaft breaking during use. If the drive pulley shaft breaks the vehicle may lose 
acceleration, or the front wheels may lock up while driving, increasing the risk of a crash.
For more information, click on the following link: 
http://www.recalls.gov.au/content/index.phtml/itemId/1076975

Date published: 12th August 2014
Defect description: Some customers have reported oil leaks from end of the front axle case. In more severe 
cases customers have reported that the wheel hub assembly and suspension have collapsed up into the wheel 
arch. In extreme cases the wheel and hub have detached from the vehicle. If the wheel hub assembly and 
suspension collapse or detach the vehicle stability will be compromised and the degree of directional control 
minimised, this significantly increases the risk of an accident.
For more information, click on the following link: 
http://www.recalls.gov.au/content/index.phtml/itemId/1061983

Vehicle Safety Recalls

Holden

Honda

Honda

Land Rover

VF Commodore/WN Caprice  
(MY 2014)

Accord Hybrid (MY 2015)

City and Jazz (MY 2014-2015)

Defender (MY2011 - 2013)
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Vehicle Safety Recalls
Mitsubishi

Volvo

CH Lancer and CY/CZ Lancer 
EVO Sedan (MY 2003 – 2008)

XC60 - 4-cylinder petrol engine 
with automatic transmission 
(MY 2016)

Date published: 1st October 2015
Defect description: The Takata front passenger airbag may release metallic fragments from the inflator container 
if the airbag is deployed. An inflator rupture during airbag deployment events could result in metal fragments 
striking and potentially seriously injuring the vehicle occupants.
For more information, click on the following link: 
http://www.recalls.gov.au/content/index.phtml/itemId/1077454

Date published: 16th September 2015
Defect description: The fuse for the starter motor may blow in a stop/start sequence. If the starter motor fuse is 
blown, the vehicle will not be able to restart.
For more information, click on the following link: 
http://www.recalls.gov.au/content/index.phtml/itemId/1076974

Contact Us
If you have any further questions regarding any of the issues above, or if you have any technical information 
you wish to share with us please do not hesitate in contacting our technical team. 

James Field - jamesf@caravanindustry.com.au or 0408 580 287
Anne Campbell - annec@caravanindustry.com.au or 0487 750 442
Nalin Subasinghe - nalins@caravanindustry.com.au or 0429 400 714

RVMAP Technical Team
 
 

 
Caravan Industry Association of Australia Ltd.

mailto:jamesf@caravanindustry.com.au
mailto:annec@caravanindustry.com.au
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