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Caravan Industry Association of Australia publishes a monthly Technical Update which is aimed at informing 
industry professionals of relevant technical news and information.
 
We encourage you to print each Technical Update out and file it in a folder for future reference. This format can 
also be printed out to hand around the workplace so that everybody has access to this important information.

In order to provide ongoing Technical Updates that are relevant, we would appreciate you forwarding any 
information you believe to be of interest to the RVMAP technical team by emailing us at:
 
rvmap@caravanindustry.com.au
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James began working in the caravan industry 
in 2006 as an apprentice cabinetmaker and 
recreational vehicle repairer for a European caravan 
and motorhome dealership. Once qualified, he 
moved into various other trade roles where he 
acquired a diverse range of industry specific skills 
and knowledge. 

During this time, James also obtained a 
qualification in Automotive Manufacturing 
Technical Operations (Bus, Truck and Trailer).  Taking 
on an industry research role with TAFE Queensland 
in 2013, he completed his Cert IV in Training and 
Assessment whilst developing industry specific 
technical resource material. James is an accredited 

Heavy Vehicle Registration Assessment Scheme 
(HVRAS) Officer, and completed one year of 
Industrial Design at Queensland University of 
Technology. James’ work for Caravan Industry 
Association of Australia allows him to assist 
manufacturers in building recreational vehicles to 
the highest standard. 

With a strong interest in vintage caravans, James 
has plans to buy and restore an old classic to its 
original condition.  

Contacting James
jamesf@caravanindustry.com.au
0408 580 287

We would like to introduce the Caravan Industry Association of Australia’s new 
Auditor, Mr Nalin Subasinghe. Nalin holds a Bachelor Degree in Mechanical 
Engineering and a Masters in Manufacturing Engineering. Nalin previous 
experience is in power transformers, manufacturing, textile, automotive components 
and quality Management Systems Auditing.

James Field

Meet the RVMAP Team

A Big Welcome 
from the RVMAP 
Team

Accredited manufacturers have access to Caravan Industry Association of Australia’s technical team for any enquiries relating to compliance and the 
accreditation program. Our technical staff have specialist industry experience and knowledge in all aspects of Recreational Vehicle manufacturing, 
including adherence to Australian Design Rules and Australian Standards. This month we introduce one of our team, James Field.

http://annec@caravanindustry.com.au
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Overall Vehicle Dimensions - Width
All Vehicles and Trailers (other than L-Group Vehicles) must not exceed 2.5m in overall width. The maximum 
distance is measured across the body including all permanent fixings, such as wheel covers, HWS cover and 
Awnings etc., but excluding signalling devices and side mounted lamps. 

* The total overall length of any vehicle other than a ‘Semi-Trailer’ must not exceed 12.5m. This includes all 
permanent fixtures such as bumper bars, spare tyres etc. 

** The overall width of any motor vehicle (other than an L-Group vehicle) must not exceed 2.5m the maximum 
distance is measured across the body including the wheel guards, but excluding signalling devices and side 
mounted lamps and rear vision mirrors.

According to AS 3001, the inlet must be mounted in a readily accessible* position on the exterior of the 
relocatable premises. AS 3001 also goes on to state that if the inlet is mounted on the same face of the vehicle 
as any entry door (including those to the driving cabin of a campervan, motorhome or similar but not including 
loading or service hatches) the inlet shall be located not less than 1.5m from any such doors.

It is recommended that the inlet is to be located on a separate face of the vehicle from the primary access door 
to the relocatable premises and not less than 150mm from any outward opening hinged window, access hatch 
or similar. 

*Readily accessible - Capable of being reached quickly and without climbing over or removing obstructions, 
mounting upon a chair, or using a movable ladder, and in any case not more than 2.0m above the ground, floor 
or platform.

Not to scale 
Image is strictly for illustrative purposes only.

Not to scale 
Image is strictly for illustrative purposes only.
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240V Inlet Position Regulations
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Recreational Vehicle  
Manufacturing Statistics - July 2015
Production Statistics recently released for July 2015 show that the number of Recreational Vehicles being manufactured 
are continuing to rise this year, with a year to date production increase of 7% compared with this time last year.
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National Safe Work Month
The following information was taken from the Safe 
Work Australia website: 
http://safeworkaustralia.cmail2.com/

This October is National Safe Work Month, 
dedicated to encouraging individuals and 
workplaces to become involved in raising 
awareness of work health and safety.
The theme for National Safe Work Month 2015 is 
‘Be safe. Be healthy. Because…’. This allows you and 
your workplace to personalise the theme by adding 
your own reasons for being safe and healthy at 
work. There are many reasons why being safe and 
healthy at work is important, what are yours?
National Safe Work Month is all about participation. 
Here are four ways you can get involved:
1. 2015 Virtual Seminar Series (VSS)

To recognise National Safe Work Month, a series 
of free online seminars will showcase the latest 
thinking, innovation, research and developments 
in work health and safety throughout October. An 
initiative under the Australian Work Health and 
Safety Strategy 2012–2022, the seminars feature 
business leaders, academics and work health and 
safety experts sharing ideas, experiences, skills  
and knowledge.

This year’s seminars will discuss safety throughout 
supply chains and good work design and will focus 
on the construction and manufacturing industries. 
Programme items include live broadcasts, online 
Q&A sessions and a range of resources including 
case studies, research and ideas to support work 
health safety activities within organisations. Read 
more about the 2015 Virtual Seminar Series.
2. National Safe Work Month Workplace 
Participation Reward

This reward will be presented to the organisation 
displaying the most outstanding spirit, 
participation, creativity and sustainable initiatives 
during the month, as judged by photos and stories 
submitted throughout October. The winner will 
receive a certificate and prize pack valued at up 
to $5000 for entry into a work health and safety 
related conference, expo or event of choice.
Make sure you show us how you are participating 
for your chance to win. Entry to this reward will be 
open for the month of October and more details 
about how to submit your photos and stories will be 
coming soon.
3. National Safe Work Month electronic 
 information kit

An electronic information kit, designed to assist 
organisations raise awareness of work health and 

safety, will be available for download in September. 
The kit will contain products such as posters, fact 
sheets, web banners, email templates and national 
safety statistics.
4. National Safe Work Month  
smart phone application

Following the success of the application (app) in 
2014, the 2015 National Safe Work Month app 
will again allow easy access to tools, information 
and events around Australia. The app will include 
events information, national safety statistics and 
links to the VSS. The app will be free to download 
on all mobile devices from mid-September. More 
information about how to download the app will be 
coming soon.

More information
More information about National Safe Work Month 
will be available on the website soon.
Please send any questions to  
safetymonth@swa.gov.au.
You can also follow Safe Work Australia on Facebook 
for the latest 2015 National Safe Work Month news.

http://safeworkaustralia.cmail2.com/t/ViewEmail/j/2AC0FFE7A6CDFECC/294F5E72AA3EB93D0B3A73003FEB3522
mailto:safetymonth@swa.gov.au
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Component and Appliance Recalls
Caravan Industry Association of Australia wishes to notify industry businesses of the following product 
recalls this month which may be relevant to your business and/or your customers.

eBay Trader: 
drsellaus
48” High Lift Jack 

Date published: 19th August 2015
Defect description: Affected high lift vehicle jacks do not comply with the requirements of the mandatory 
standard for vehicle jacks, which are based on the Australian/New Zealand Standard AS/NZS 2693:2007. Jacks 
that do not comply with the mandatory standard pose a crushing hazard. This may result in serious injury or 
death.
For more information click on the following link:
http://www.recalls.gov.au/content/index.phtml/itemId/1075801

Fujitsu

New Aim Pty Ltd 

“LifeBook” Laptop (containing 
Panasonic battery packs)

Electronic Platform Scales 
(Dates available for sale - 5th 
May 2015 - 14th August 2015)

Date published: 27th August 2015
Defect description: The appliance inlet on the display module of the platform scale is not secured properly. This 
can separate from the enclosure while removing the appliance connector from it, exposing live parts.
For more information click on the following link:
http://www.recalls.gov.au/content/index.phtml/itemId/1076140

Date published: 1st September 2015
Defect description: In rare instances battery packs manufactured by Panasonic Corporation may overheat. If the 
battery pack overheats this poses a fire risk and a burns hazard to users.
For more information click on the following link:
http://www.recalls.gov.au/content/index.phtml/itemId/1076251

http://www.recalls.gov.au/content/index.phtml/itemId/1075801
http://www.recalls.gov.au/content/index.phtml/itemId/1076140
http://www.recalls.gov.au/content/index.phtml/itemId/1076251
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Date published: 26th August 2015
Defect description: Loss of power to the MDPS will increase steering effort. If the defect occurs, the electronic 
power steering (EPS) lamp will be illuminated on the instrument panel. Without power steering, the steering 
wheel can become heavy and additional effort is required to control the vehicle. The reduced control over the 
vehicle may pose a hazard to the driver, or other road users.
For more information click on the following link:
http://www.recalls.gov.au/content/index.phtml/itemId/1076118

Date published: 3rd September 2015
Defect description: Incorrect fitment of brake tubing or seal ring on the brake booster system.The incorrect 
fitment of parts may increase the risk of the vehicle’s braking not performing correctly during the activation of 
electronic stability control (ESC). This may pose an increased hazard to the driver and other road users.
For more information click on the following link:
http://www.recalls.gov.au/content/index.phtml/itemId/1076323
 
Date published: 31st August 2015
Defect description: A damaged seal may have been fitted to the secondary bulkhead in the engine 
compartment; this seal may come loose and partially fall into the engine compartment. If the seal comes in 
contact with hot engine components this could result in a risk of fire.
For more information click on the following link:
http://www.recalls.gov.au/content/index.phtml/itemId/1076297

Caravan Industry Association of Australia wishes to notify industry businesses of the following product 
recalls this month which may be relevant to your business and/or your customers.

Vehicle Safety Recalls

Hyundai

Hyundai

Mercedes-Benz 

Elantra & i30 (Dates 
available for sale - 1st 
November 2009 - 30th 
April 2010)

Sonata (MY 10 July 2014 - 30 
May 2015)

E and CLS Passenger cars (Dates 
available for sale - 1st April 
2015 - 1st May 2015)

http://www.recalls.gov.au/content/index.phtml/itemId/1076118
http://system.The
http://www.recalls.gov.au/content/index.phtml/itemId/1076323
http://www.recalls.gov.au/content/index.phtml/itemId/1076297
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Date published: 19th August 2015
Defect description: In the event of a crash the inflatable Curtains (IC) may not inflate fully as intended for 
passengers in the third row. If the defect occurs, where the deployment of the inflatable curtain is required, it 
may increase the risk of injury to passengers in the third row.
For more information click on the following link:
http://www.recalls.gov.au/content/index.phtml/itemId/1075793

Vehicle Safety Recalls

Volvo
XC90 (MY 2016)

Contact Us
If you have any further questions regarding any of the issues above, or if you have any technical information 
you wish to share with us please do not hesitate in contacting one of our Technical Advisors: 

James Field - jamesf@caravanindustry.com.au or 0408 580 287
Anne Campbell - annec@caravanindustry.com.au or 0487 750 442

RVMAP Technical Team
 
 

 
Caravan Industry Association of Australia Ltd.

http://www.recalls.gov.au/content/index.phtml/itemId/1075793
mailto:jamesf@caravanindustry.com.au
mailto:annec@caravanindustry.com.au
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