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Unprecedented Growth in Aussie Caravan and Camping Holidays 

Australians continue to hit the road in ever increasing numbers for the iconic caravanning and camping 
holiday.  The numbers don’t lie – Aussies of all ages love getting into the great outdoors and 
reconnecting to nature, the simple life, our friends and family. 

Tourism Research Australia data for the year ending 2016 shows the highest recorded annual growth 

in domestic caravanning and camping overnight trips and visitor nights since data was first recorded 

in 1998. 

This unprecedented growth saw Australians take a total of 11.7 million caravan and camping overnight 
trips, which represents a 9% increase on the previous year.  The length of time spent caravanning and 
camping has also increased, with total domestic visitor nights in the sector numbering 51.6 million, 
growing 16%. 

Impressively, this growth is being experienced in every state and territory across the country, 
highlighting the significant role that the caravan and camping sector has in Australia’s tourism 
industry.  Travelling for the purpose of taking a holiday is the reason 78% of Australian go caravanning 
and camping, reinforcing that a road trip into the great outdoors remains a favourite way to take a 
break from today’s busy urban lifestyles. 

Caravan Industry Association of Australia, Stuart Lamont says, “The unprecedented growth we’ve seen 
in this quarter represents twenty-one consecutive periods of growth in total overnight caravan and 
camping trips nationally.  The current global environment seems to be encouraging more Australians 
to travel at home, benefiting local economies and regions right across the country”. 

Despite challenging local and global economic environments, domestic caravanning and camping 
continues to show significant growth.  Tourism Research Australia has forecasted continued increases 
in domestic tourism and it is expected that caravanning and camping will continue to engage more 
and more Australians of all ages in 2017. 
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Please use the full name when referring to Caravan Industry Association of Australia, not the 
acronym CIAA, as several unconnected organisations use this acronym.  For further information 
including requests for comment or imagery, please contact Rachael Morris: Phone 03 9815 2015 or 
email rachaelm@caravanindustry.com.au 
 
Caravan Industry Association of Australia is the peak national body for the caravanning and camping 

industry in Australia. Our organisation’s vision is, “To lead and champion a robust, compliant and 

sustainable caravanning and camping industry”, with all operation pillars – marketing; research; 

lobbying and advocacy; compliance, accreditation and training – working towards this vision. 

As the peak national body for the Australian caravanning and camping industry, Caravan Industry 

Association of Australia represents over 3,500 businesses across the entire supply chain. Many of these 

industry businesses financially support the organisation by making a voluntary contribution towards a 

cooperative fund that aims to support the sustainability of the greater industry. 

In addition, we communicate regularly with consumers who have an interest in the caravanning and 

camping lifestyle. We maintain an active database of over 340,000 consumers and support this via 

social media channels with more than 121,000 participants.  

 

 
 

mailto:rachaelm@caravanindustry.com.au


 


