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Road Vehicle Standards Act becomes Law
July 1st 2021 marks the start of the Road Vehicle Standards (RVS) rules with a 12-month transition. This will establish a new regulatory 
framework for road vehicle importers and manufacturers and is the largest regulatory change to the industry since 1989.

Under the RVS legislation, all road vehicles (cars, trucks, trailers, caravans and so on) must be entered on the Register of Approved Vehicles 
(RAV) and have a Type Approval before they can be provided to market for the first time in Australia. 

Caravan Industry Association of Australia has lobbied for these changes for close to a decade and would like to thank Senator the Hon 
Bridget McKenzie for her efforts in championing the legislation in 2018.

To assist the caravan industry, Caravan Industry Association of Australia has developed the 'Are you RVSA Ready?' website to assist caravan 
manufactures meet their new obligations. The tool can be seen here: www.rvsaready.com.au 

Brisbane Caravan and Camping Show
The Lets Go Caravan and Camping Show at Brisbane showgrounds 
was a success with more than 120 manufacturers from the caravan 
industry attending.

Attendance figures were well up from 2020 and 2019 figures with 
exhibitors experiencing a spike in sales of up to 20%.

Caravan Industry Association of Australia CEO Stuart Lamont was 
pleased to welcome Hon Scott Buchholz MP and Llew O'Brien MP to 
the show and provide a tour (pictured right). 

The caravan and camping industry in Australia is a $23 billion industry that manufactures 30,000 vehicle per annum, services 750,000 vehicles on the road, 
generates 14 million trips and creates 60 million visitor nights across the country, 92% in Regional Australia. 

Cyber Security Funding
Caravan Industry Association of Australia recently received funding to 
improve the cyber security from Department of Industry, Science, Energy and 
Resources Program 

The 'Cyber Security Business Connect and Protect program will assist 1,000 
SMEs and 8,000 employees in improving their cyber security awareness and 
will be rolled out over the coming twelve months. 
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Further information
Hugh Fitzpatrick - GM Government Relations
hughf@caravanindustry.com.au | 0497 374 462

Data Source: Tourism Research Australia, National Visitor Survey, March 2021. 

Who We Are

Caravan Industry Association of Australia is the peak national body for the caravan and camping industry in Australia. Our organisational vision is: 
"To lead and champion a safe, compliant and sustainable caravanning and camping industry in Australia” with all operational pillars – marketing; 

research; advocacy and compliance & accreditation – working towards this vision.

Monthly Caravan and Camping Trips & Nights
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Visitors Nights
Tourism Data

Tourism Research Australia data indicates that 1.2 
million caravan and camping trips were taken in 
March 2021. 

This marks a +44% increase from March 2020 which 
was impacted by lockdowns. 

4.4 million nights were spent caravan and camping 
around the country with 93% of these in regional 
areas. 

15% of all trips taken in Australia in March were 
caravan and camping.

YTD Recreational Vehicle Manufacturing
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Data Source: NEM Australasia, 2021. 

Manufacturing Data
The manufacturing of recreational vehicles in Australia continues 
to grow, with 7700 built to April 2021, a +28% increase from last 
years YTD figures. 

The growth of the sector is underpinned by the 200 
manufacturing businesses located in Australia that employ 21,000 
FTEs. 

The current wait-time on delivery of caravan or motor-home is in 
excess of 12-months due to supply chain pressures on timber (ply-
wood) and internal add-ins (i.e. microwaves/ fridges/ air-
conditioning).

Regional Economies
Caravan and camping is a vital part of regional 

tourism accounting for $10 billion in visitor spend 
in Regional Australia

The caravan industry directly employs 50,000 
Australians, the majority in regional Australia

Caravan and camping has driven the economic 
recovery of regions and accounts for 35% of 

holiday nights in Australia.

Sovereign Manufacturing
There are 4000 businesses involved in 

manufacturing, supplying, retailing and repairing 
recreational vehicles in Australia

The RV industry is the largest remaining 
automotive manufacturing sector in the Australian 

economy 

There are currently 741,000 RVs on Australian 
roads, 90% of them manufactured locally 

Social and Health Benefits
70% of Australians have caravanned or camped in 

their lifetime

People who caravan and camp feel less stressed, 
more connected and have a stronger relationships 

with their loved ones 

Caravan and camping is the closest to nature 
accommodation experience available 

in Australia

Our Priorities

https://caravanstats.com.au/motor-vehicle-census/
https://www.caravanindustry.com.au/research

